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The Azalea Clipper 

We’re on the Web! 

https://www.nv-asa.org 

The Northern Virginia 
Chapter web page is 

a great source for late 
breaking news, such 
as weather-related 

cancellations.   
 

Next Chapter 

Event: 

The next chapter event is 

the Holiday Social/Annual 

Meeting at Kirkwood 

Presbyterian Church 

from 1:00 – 4:30 pm on 5 

Dec. 

Chapter Officers: 
President: Rick Bauer 
757-833-7737 
rickbauer@cox.net 
Vice Pres.: Diane Marcus 
301-983-1098 
dianelynn@starpower.net 
Secretary: Joanne Neckel 
703-690-6013 
vaneckel@verizon.net 
Treasurer: Paul Beck 703-
860-5676 
pabeck@gmail.com 
Corresponding Secretary 
and Clipper Editor: Rick 
Bauer 
757-833-7737 
rickbauer@cox.net 
 

President’s Message 

We have come to the end of another year.  While COVID continues to impact 

our operations, we have been able to adjust to many of the constraints 

imposed. 

We were able to meet again, both in person and via Zoom.  We had one of our 

most successful years selling azaleas to the public.  These funds will enable us 

to continue to support horticultural activities including promoting azaleas.   

We also are coming to the culmination of a several years long effort with 

Jenkins Arboretum to establish a Holly Springs Legacy Garden. 

Nothing could have been accomplished without the efforts of many of our 

chapter members.  As I reach the end of my term, I would like to express my 

heartfelt thanks for all of the hard work done by those members. 

  

            

 

The chapter will be holding its annual Holiday Social and Annual Meeting on 5 

December.  NOTE: Due to ongoing COVID concerns, this function has 

been moved to Kirkwood Presbyterian Church to facilitate social 

distancing.  Masks WILL be required when not eating or drinking. 

This is a potluck event.  The chapter will provide the main meat dish.  Members 

are requested to bring their favorite holiday dish to share with other attendees.   

In order to ensure we know the number of attendees to plan for, we request that 
if you are planning on attending, contact Carolyn Beck at 703-860-5676 or 
carolyn.f.beck@gmail.com by 4 December with the number of people attending.  
 
During the Annual Meeting portion, we will be voting on the officers for next 
year, the budget for next year and will be deciding the recipients of chapter 
donations for 2021.  Supporting documents are at the end of this message. 
 
 
 

Holiday Social and 

Annual Meeting 

1:00 – 4:30 pm 5 Dec 

Kirkwood Presbyterian Church 

mailto:carolyn.f.beck@gmail.com
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Chapter Meeting 24 October 

The chapter held our fall meeting on 24 October at Kirkwood Presbyterian Church.  We were treated to an 

interesting talk by Larry Jones of the Virginia Master Gardeners on the topic of “Attracting Pollinators to the 

Garden.”  This was the first meeting which we held in hybrid mode, both with attendees at Kirkwood, and 

also with members attending remotely via Zoom.  We had a few “lessons learned” in executing this hybrid 

meeting, but plan to continue this mode, where appropriate, in the future. 

Members were also able to obtain some beautiful azalea varieties and other plants through our plant 

exchange. 

 

 

 

Larry Jones gives his presentation on garden pollinators  Chapter members listen to the presentation 

 

 

 

Sue Hedrick, Paul Beck, Jim Hedrick, Diane Marcus and 

Barry Sperling take a break for the camera – photo S. 

Bauer 

 Irene Aslan and Leslie Nanney peruse some of the 

plants available in the plant exchange – photo S. Bauer 
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Willow the Wisp – by Dave Nanney 

We are all hopefully almost finished with putting our gardens to bed.  In our case, last minute azalea 

purchases needed to find a home as we try to get all our permanent plantings in the dirt before winter.   

While walking in our front most bed, at the far end of our yard, we have had a delightful show for now over a 

month.  Willow the Wisp is a cross between minus and Formosa.  Dr John Thornton from the Louisiana 

chapter hosted a small group of visitors to his home after the 2017 Convention.  He gifted the visitors with a 

small plant after the visit which brought “Willow” up north. 

Willow the Wisp has regularly been one of the first plants to bloom in the spring.  It has an open habit, nice 

lustrous pink 2-2 ½" flowers, on what is now a 2 ½' plant.   With our month-long show, Willow the Wisp is a 

treat.   

 

 

 

 

Membership Renewals 

It’s the end of the year and we have our annual effort to remind our members to renew their memberships.  

This effort is tedious for those chapter volunteers who remind and re-remind (and re-remind) our members 

to renew.  Your membership expiration is shown in the membership database 

https://www.azaleas.org/members/ (login required) or on the address label on the mailer for your copy of 

The Azalean. 

The standard yearly membership is $30 for stateside memberships, $45 for Canada, $60 for Overseas, $25 

for Online only (i.e., no hard copies of The Azalean) or $15 for a Student membership.  Renewals can be 

accomplished online, telephonically or via the US Mail.  More information is located at 

https://www.azaleas.org/joinus/.  We encourage you to use the Yearly Automatic Subscription option which 

will automatically renew your membership annually until you cancel it. 

Thanks for being a member of the society and our chapter.  Please submit your membership renewal in a 

timely manner. 

https://www.azaleas.org/members/
https://www.azaleas.org/joinus/
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2022 ASA Convention Lafayette, LA  10-13 March 2022 

After having to cancel the last two conventions due to COVID, the society will meet once again next year in 

Lafayette, LA.  The convention committee has done a lot of planning to promote the beautiful venues in and 

around Lafayette.  It should be a wonderful convention and it will be great to see old friends from different 

parts of the country.  More information on the convention and the various venues is in the summer and fall 

issues of The Azalean.  Additional information on the convention is also available through the society 

website at https://www.azaleas.org/convention-2022/.  

Registration can be accomplished online or by mailing in a registration form with your payment.  A copy of 

the registration form is located on the last page of this newsletter.  A link for online registration is on the 

society homepage or at https://www.azaleas.org/convention-registration/?id=48&sh=inline.    

Calendar for 2022 

Below is the schedule for the 2022.  The calendar is also available on the chapter website at https://nv-

asa.org/events/. 

Monthly workdays will also be scheduled at the Klimavicz Legacy Garden.  Dates and times will be 

published closer to the actual workday. 

 
Date Event Organization Location 

Mar 9-13  ASA Convention ASA Lafayette, LA 

Mar 27 1:30- 
4:30 pm 

Meeting with speaker, 
plant exchange  

NV-ASA Kirkwood Presbyterian 

April /May TBD Dedication of Holly 
Springs Legacy Garden 

Jenkins 
Arboretum 

Devon, PA 

April TBD Member Open Garden NV-ASA Various 

May 5-8 ARS Convention American 
Rhododendron 
Society 

Vancouver, WA 

May TBD Member Open Garden   NV-ASA Various 

May TBD 
(tentative) 

Meadowlark Plant Sale NV-ASA Meadowlark Garden 

May TBD 
(tentative) 

Meadowlark Plant Sale NV-ASA Meadowlark garden 

Jul 17 1:30- 4:30 
pm 

Cutting Exchange NV-ASA Kirkwood Presbyterian 

Sept 24 1:00- 
4:30 pm 

Fall Sale   NV-ASA Kirkwood Presbyterian 

https://www.azaleas.org/convention-2022/
https://www.azaleas.org/convention-registration/?id=48&sh=inline
https://nv-asa.org/events/
https://nv-asa.org/events/
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Oct 30 1:30- 4:30 
pm 

Meeting with speaker NV-ASA Kirkwood Presbyterian 

Oct 30 (after 
chapter meeting) 

Executive Committee 
Mtg 

NV-ASA Kirkwood Presbyterian 

Dec 4 1:00- 4:30 
pm 

Holiday Party NV-ASA Barb and John Kirkwood’s Home 

 

 

Directions to Kirkwood Presbyterian Church 
 
8336 Carrleigh Parkway, Springfield, VA 22152, 703-451-5320 Kirkwood.office@verizon.net 
 
From the East : Rte 95 exit 169B, Franconia Rd West, which becomes Old Keene Mill Rd (Rte 
644) about 3 miles, passing Irving Middle School, to a Right at a light on Carrleigh Parkway 
Make a U-turn at Dabney Avenue 
 
From the West: Fairfax County Parkway (Rte 286) 
East on Old Keene Mill Rd (Rte 644) about 3.5 miles, passing Rolling Road 
to Left at a light on Carrleigh Parkway; Make a U-turn at Dabney Avenue 

 

Supporting Documents for the Annual Meeting 

Officer Candidates 

 Barbara Kirkwood – President 

 Ralph Habegger – Vice President 

 Paul Beck – Treasurer 

 Joanne Neckel – Secretary 

Suggested Donations 

$1,000 Green Springs Title 1 (subsidizes school visits for schools in low income 

areas) 

$1,615 Bench for Jenkins Arboretum (this will have a plaque with the chapter name 

and will be in the Holly Springs Legacy Garden supported by the chapter.)     

$2,000 ASA General Fund 

$2,000?? (looking for suggestions from members) 
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Proposed 2022 Budget 



 


